From: HJR153

Sent: Sunday, August 29, 2004 4:25 PM
To: HJR153
Subject: HJR153 - James P. Nickols

Narme: Janes P. Nickols

Street: 4504 Ti mber Lane

Cty, State, Zip: WIIiansburg, VA 23188

Phone Nunber:

Emai | : prnickol s@ox. net

Uility Type: al

Conpany Name: O d Doni ni on

Conment s: There are wind storns, tornadoes, ice storns and hurricanes in the Hanpton
Roads area that play havoc with delivering a stable source of power to Hanpton Roads

resi dents because the utility wires are exposed rather than buried underground. W have
the solution to our power needs, but do we have the will do martial the resources to nmake
it happen? | amhope so. That is why | amwiting this coment.

The benefits are: protecting the source of energy fromturbul ent and viol ent weat her
elimnating the danger to public safety from downed power lines, and renoving unsightly
utility poles and wires.

Al though the article in Sunday's Daily Press nentioned that underground cables are
difficult to repair, | believe that is a problemthat can be worked through with sone
i ngenuity. There is a huge cost when busi nesses | ose power, e.g., food spoilage for
restaurants, supernarkets, etc. There is |oss the revenue for the power conpanies, and
there are other "hidden" costs.

| reconmend the utility lines be buried in the major popluation areas first (urban
and suburban). The cost m ght be shared by the | ocal governnent, state governnent,
federal governnent and the power conpanies (through tax incentives?). | want to see an
attitude of how can we nake this possible rather than "it can't be done." As Stephen
Covery (Seven Habits of Highly Effective People) asks, "what is the third option?"
Finding the third option is the way to achi eve success.

| believe we ought to have a state law that all utility lines be buried. Such a |aw
wWill inspire the research to inprove the delivery of power to utility custoners and
i mprove nei ghborhood safety and i nprove the aethestics of Virginia' s |andscape.



